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250,000,000 Czech crowns to run for five years at 6 per cent.
The Soviet plenipotentiary, Rosengoltz, rightly said of this
credit that it was the first instance where the principle of bill
debts had been broken. The threatening methods employed by
Moscow in order to carry its economic negotiations to a suc-
cessful conclusion are illustrated by the fact that previous to
the signing of the treaty the Soviets had cut down imports of
Czech goods from 34,000,000 roubles in 1931 to 2,000,000
roubles in 1934.
The collaboration between Czechoslovakia and Soviet Russia
was, however, not confined to the economic field. Since M.
Benes's journey to Moscow, concrete measures have been taken
to promote a cultural interchange and strengthen the intellectual
relations between the two countries. This is certainly a con-
siderable advance for the Soviet Union in its relations with the
non-Communist world; for,despite economic collaboration, the
latter had refrained as far as possible from a cultural inter-
change with Moscow on account of the different nature of
the fundamental views on cultural matters held by the Bolshe-
viks. A further sign of progress is Prague's endeavour to
involve Moscow in the settlement of Central European problems
—for example, to obtain its guarantee for the independence of
Austria. From what has been said it will be readily understood
that Soviet Russia, if involved in any Central European dispute,
would follow her constant maxim of divide et imfera.
There is, however, an important part of Czech public opinion
which, under the leadership of Dr. Kramafsch, vigorously
resists the policy of an alliance with Moscow. Others point out
the dangers of confusing friendship with the Soviet regime
and friendship with the Russian people or peoples. Dr.
Rramairsch emphasized his attitude with particular vigour
when it was found that Yugoslavia refused, despite the pressure
of certain friendly states, to recognize the Soviet Union dejtire
or to adapt its policy in dealing with Moscow to that of Czecho-
slovakia or Roumania.

